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Aruba Tourism Authority holds

SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS
in Europe
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Aruba Tourism Auihnﬁ’ry holds

RECENTLY  Aruban  execufives
traveled to Europe to meet with the
Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) Europe
team and representanves of several
hotels 1n the Netherlands, as well as
a number of awrlines. In the meetings,
headed by CEO of the ATA Ronella
T Aspe-Croes, the parties discussed
the current production, as well as the
economic situation 1 Europe, and
propections for the second half of this
year, and for the coming vear. In spite
of the fall of the Euro, a shght growth
has been noted for certain countries,
The Aruban delegates also discussed
the ATA plans tor Europe for 2016.

This year the ATA placed much focus
on repositioning Aruba in the Dutch
market, and mtensified the focus on
attracting the affluent visitor, These
efforts are beanng fruit, the ATA
mnforms, as several hotels indicate an
increase in the quality of European
visitors to Aruba. The ATA warns,
however, that the devaluation of the
Euro will remain a potential threat for
European tourlsm for winter season
20152016, Aruba must also continue
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atracting visitors of a varlety
of protiles, the ATA says,
and also offer varous types
of accommodation on the
market.

Along with the meenngs, the ATA
also hosted a cockrall reception for
Ifs partners in tourism, and invited
trade purnalists from the Netherlands
specializing in tourism as well These
latter were able to recelve nformation
on the latest dewvelopments for the
Aruban market.

English market

The Aruban delegates, including Head
of Marketing for the Aruba Awrport
Authority Jo-Anne  Arends, also
iraveled to England to meet up with
management of the British Asrways. The
airline 15 currently expanding urs thehrs
to the Caribbean and met up with the
Aruba executives to find out about the
developmentsin Aruba,and keep Aruba
“In mund" as they consider potential
destnanons for their expansion. The
AT A plans to continue the contact with
British Auways, especially in heht of

England

being the second largest market for
Aruba in Eurcpe. The Aruban delegate
also met up with Virgin Holidays 1n
England, which 15 part of the Virgin
Group, which also owns the awline
Virgin Atlantic, Vugin plans to start
selline Aruba during the summer,
specifically hotels Occidental Grand,
Radisson, Bucutt and Tara Beach, and

the Hyatt Regency
The ATA will be working closely
with Virein Hobdays, towards

increasing visitors from England, and
strengthening Aruba's position in the
market. Virgin Holidays 15 a renowned
brand, and very popular in England,
made famous byits founder SirRichard
Eranson. They have suong a sales and
marketng team and the ATA 15 proud
to be part of the Vuein family, The
Aruban deleganon included Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the ATA
Ronella Tpn Aspe-Croes and Chief
Marketing Officer (CMO) Sanmu

Luidens-
Darvananit. The meetings were
held in the MNetherlands with ATA

representatives from the Netherlands,

Belgium, Nordic markets, Germany,
and England.

The meetings in Europe also included
some held with various representaton
agenclesin Sweden and Germany. This
part of a structural evaluation process
conducted by the ATA on a regular
basis, in order to stay "sharp” mn all 1ts
markets. The Aruban delegation also
met up with representatives mn the
Netherlands of hotels Bucutl and Tara
Beach Resorts, the Renaissance Aruba
Resort and Casino, the Divi Besorts
Aruba, the Amsterdam Manor Beach
Resort, the Marnott Resorts Aruba, The
Mill Resort and Suites, De Palm Tours,
and the Talk of the Town Hotel and
Eeach Club.
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Aruba Happy

FLOW

launched at
Aruvba Airport

An innovative passenger process,
unique in the world
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THE signal for the official launch was given
by Aruban Prime Mimister Mike Eman in
the presence of Minister of Justice Arthur
Dowers, Minister of Tourtsm Otmar Oduber,
President & CEO Schiphol Group Jos
Nijuis, Senior Vice President KLM Security
services Ben Swagerman, CEO  Aruba
Aurport Authoriey NV, James Fazio, Senlor
WP Vision-Box Miguel Leitmann and other
invirees. Aruba HappyFlowisan mnovatve
passenger process in which the passenger 13
only required to show his or her passport
once throughout the purney at the awport.
The use of facal recogninon then allows
the passenger to proceed to check-in, drop
off baggage, pass the border and board the
awcraft, all without being asked to show a
passport or boarding pass again.

In order to do this, Aruba Happy Flow
combines the public process of border
control with the private passenger process
at the awrport. This 15 unique 1n the world
and has been designed to streamline the
passenger process, making it fast and secure.

Cooperative effort

Aruba Happy Flow 1s the result of a
cooperative effortby Aruba, the Netherlands,
Aruba Awrport, Schiphol Group and KLM.
Following a tender procedure, Vision Box
was awarded implementation of the progct.

Prime Mnister Mike Eman of Aruba says,
"Happv Flow Ls an extremely innovative and
important stepin the transportation iIndustry
for passengers, not conly for Aruba but
worldwide. Aruba 15 very proud to launch
this unique concept by bringing together
public and private parties. Happy Flow 1s
another milestone 1n creating a sustamnable
lmowledge economy in Aruba and fortfving
the development of Aruba as a hub. I am
very much sanstied with this first phase
concrete result from the parinership thatwas
tormed on the minatnve of Aruba wath the
Government of the Netherlands, KLM and
Schiphol to make this project possible as a
prelude to the EU Pre Clearance ambition of
Aruba." “With Aruba Happy Flow, together
we have made an innovanve step to further
improve the comfort for the passenger. This
15 2 umque projpect where amongst others
the public and private passenger processes
are combined. I have high expectations of
the results. If the experience and test results
are posiive, we will further develop this

pro ect," according to Schiphol's Jos Nijhuis.
Een Swagerman: LM 15 always keen on
possibilines to further improve convenience
for its passengers. This 15 why we are happy
to be able to contribute to this Innovatwve
pro ect, which will both simplify and speed
up the entre process tfrom checking m to
boarding as passengers will only have to
present their wavel documents once”As the
HappyIsland'sNatonalawrport, weare proud
to introduce Aruba Happy Elow. This proect
further demonstrates our commitment to
improving the passenger experience, and
introducing new and mnovatve technology
solutions in order to meet our future growth
1n passenger raffic and mamrtain the highest
levelz of safety and security. This proect was
an extraordinary example of how the public
and private sector can work collaboratnvely
and achieve greatr things. Whart has been
accomplished todaywillhave the attention of
awportsaround the world , regardless of size,
we share many of the same challenges, and
today, we are leading the wayin a viable and
mnovatve solution o improving the alrport
experience,” said AAA CEQ James Fazo.

“We are malking history mn Aruba today,
starting a new era in the aviation sector.
Happy Elow 1z the first ever 100% self-
service passenger flow based on the use
of blometrics to provide a secure, quick
and happy experience for the passengers.
Furthermore it provides the authorities
with a powertul end-to-end management
platform which allows for the monitoring
of the whole passenger process with
multiple security, efficiency and revenue
benefits, respecting the privacy of da@ at
all nmes,"sald Senior VP Vision Box Miguel
Leitmann.

Two years

The Aruba Happy Flow pilot will operate
at Aruba Awport for two years. At first
only a hmired group of KLM passengers
travelling with an EU passport will be
wnvited to participate m the pilot. They will
be mvited to do so, upon departure, at the
awport on Aruba. If the results of the pilot
are encouraging, expansion of the progct
to include larger groups of passengers 1s
possible. Addinional posaibilines include
integration with the security process, or the
mtroducton of the Happy Elow process at
Amsterdam Awport Schiphol.
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Hurricane
Season 2015

HURRICANE GSeason 2015 starts on June 1st
and ends on November 30th. Experts has given
the first forecast as normal and under the normal
average. However we need to be well prepared
for the dangers that hurnicanes cause such as:
» Bigwavescausing the seawater torise on
land

« Strong windsthatcan dolotsof damages
O properties

 Lotsofrain that can cause nundanon

These can cause possible nterruption of
electricity, water supply to be cut off and other
damages to the wfrastoucture. This 15 why
measurements have to be taken 1n order to
protect yourself and vour family. Make a plan in
advance on how to best protect your property and
vour family. It 1s important to secure your roofs
and windows. A shelter box 15 advisable to have
in your home. Get nd of dangerous ob pct around
vour property. Check if your insurance covers all
damages that can be done to your property and
family. All important documents should be kept
in a secure place where water can't damage them
Always have cash with vou. Have enough food
in can, uice, crackers etc and enough drinking
water for the whole familyaccording to the needs
of every family member for at least three days. It
15 Important to stay nformed durnng the season
for all the changes in whether during this season.
For more information, please contact us at 588-
0100 or via crisis.memt.off@setarnet.aw .
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Celebrating 50th anniversary

Kiwanis Club of Aruba

WINE GALA EVENT

THE annual Wine Gala Event of the
Kiwanis Club of Aruba will be held
on Saturday, 29th of August at the
Renaissance Conference Center at
8:30 to 2 30 with the theme “Oxyzen'.
The decoration will be the ramnforest
fantasy to complhiment the theme.

The principal colors which will be used
are emerald and copper. The ballroom
will be ransformed with elements that
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will you impress you when you reach
and will let vou feel an ambiance of the
ramnforest

Oxyezen therapyis given internationally
at oxygen lounges, healing centers and
spa’s and now possibly also here 1n
Aruba at My Safe and the spa at the
Ritz-Carlon.

The collected funds will be destined to
cover different pro pcts that the Kiwam s

Club of Aruba does whole year thru at
the benefit of the Aruban communicy.
Some of these progcts are the
Christmas Lunch at the Imelda Hef,
Smile Makerspa, dental care for kds,
Panda Book, guidance to prevent
sexual abuse of kads, Kite proect, Don't
Text and Drnive Campaign. There are
mst some of the proects the Kiwanis
Club of Aruba 15 iInvolved m.

Tickets for Wmme Gala Ewvent can be
ocbtained through all the members of
the Kiwanis Club of Aruba. You can
also contact them at 567-8567. Buleria,
Robert Jeandor & his Solo Banda Show
and DJ Edson Tromp are the ones
bringing the musical entertainment to
make this might unforgetrable. Main
door-price 15 a trip for two o Riwo de
Janeiro,
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The Netherlands threatens to intervene in
Prosecutor’s Office in Aruba

For lack of

in infegrity cases

v

THE HAGUE - One of the most serious
topics that have been discussed in the Inter
Parhamentary Kingdom meetings (IPEO)
that finabhzed wyesterday was the topic of
mtegrity. During the meetings, the delegation
of Parbament Member of the MEP fraction
presented mformation that pomnted to a lack of
Ininarve to investigate accusations of INtegriry
of the 1sland’s leaders by the Prosecutor's Office.
In response to this information the delegation
of the Netherlands proposed the creation of a
Kingdom law that would establish an Integrity
Chamber to monitor Kingdom Governments.

Prosecutor's Office lacking initiative

While In most countries, the Prosecutor's
Office often takes the minanve of s@rung
mnvestigations when it takes notce of certain
accusarons or questionable and wregular acts,
says the MEP, m Aruba the Prosecutor expects
the accusers to present the proper ewvidence
before even considering the opening of an
Investlgation.

MEP presented examples i all the many
verdicts in which Judgesruled agaimnst Ministers
asking for recrificarions, such as Minister Paul
Croes in the worl permit case, Minister Michelle
Hooyboer-Winklaar in the insurance case, and
Minister Otmar Oduber in the case of the former
Bushiri Hotel In all of these cases, the MEP
said, the Judges found that the Ministers acted
questionably and did not provide a sufficient
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account for thewr decisions. In some cases,
words such as "corruption”, and "bribery” were
also mennoned.

But in none of these instances did the
Prosecutor's Office inifiate 1ts own Investiganon,
not even to remove the doubt of corruptive
acts, said the MEP. "There 15 also case of the
penal complaints against Ministers that the
Prosecutor's Office does not investigate If those
giving the complaints cannot provide evidence
that a Minister took money for himself, a proof
that we as Parhament Members cannot provide,
and therefore ask the Prosecutor to at least
conduct a preliminary investigation o remove
any doubt,” said leader of the MEP Evelyn
Wever-Croes during the meetingsatThe Hague.
The MEP =ays that in part because the
Prosecutor's Office does not mnvestgate these
cases, the Ministers continue to act as they
please, without giving an account for their
actions, and in so doing "day by day [they]
create more doubt in thewr integrity.”

Intervention by the Netherlands

Towards the end of the meeungs the
Netherlands presented a proposition for the
introducton of another measure, in the form of
a Rijeswet, a Kingdom law, which would create
an Integrity Chamber for the supervision of
the integrity of country leaders, similar to the
financial supervision currently being exercised
by the Board of Financial Supervision (CFT),

the MEF informed. "Naturally the MEP is against this, because
we would again be giving up [some] of our autcnomy! We are
aware that something needs to happen, that we cannot go on like
this, and that the corruption on our 1sland must be stopped. But
we do not want to see another part of our fight [for autonomy]
oiven up ust because of the wrrespeonsibility of Mike Eman and his
Ministers," Wever-Croes said.

In the end, it was possible to postpone the discussion of such
a Kingdom law until the next IPKO which 15 scheduled to
take place in January on the 1sland of 5t. Maarten. "But in the
meanwhile " Wewver-Croes said, "let this be a sign and warning
to Mike Eman and his Ministers that they must behave according
to rules, laws and principles of good governance, or Aruba wall
hawve another intervention from the Netherlands and lose more
of 1ts autonomy."

Children’s
rights are
our priority

"PROTECTION, educanon, care and healthcare of
our children will always be our priority as country
a country partalking at the international treaty of
children's nghts." These were the words of Paul Croes,
Minister in charge of Social Affairs, Youth and Labor,
during his visit to Genéve last week to attend the
convention where the treaty of children's rights was
treated, The Minister accompanied the delegation of
the Dutch Kingdom to Geneve in Switzerland. During
his presentation, he elaborated on the efforts our
countryisdoing, as co-signer of the treaty, to continue
to comply with the children's nghts.

The minister powinted out a recent study that the
University of Aruba has done on norms and values of
the youth in Aruba. He alsoelaborated on the ongoing
and important endeavors that NGO's of Aruba 1s
doing to support our children and young people 1n
their developments. '"The Government of Aruba has
the treaty on the children's rights on top of the list
on the poliical agenda. Our commitment 15 seen 1n
the integral management on our youth signed and
supported by 4 Ministers of the Mike Eman IT Cabinet.
Ministers of Justice, Educanon, Health and myself are
in charge with the management of our youth', said
Minister Paul Croes further.
The commission of children's
was satsfied wath the
efforts the Government

of Aruba 15 domg n

the fulfillment of

the rtreaty. More
recommendations

for the swtuation

In Aruba will be
implemented.
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Strategic
Workforce

Planning

Also applicable
for Arvba

T
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RECENTLY PwC Durtch Carnbbean held two seminars with the
topic: Compliance & Asset Management and Strategic Workforce
Planning. Two speakers from Holland were invited to elaborate
on these topics, especlally on the financial msututes which are
under supervision of the Central Bank of Aruba. There 1z also
informaton given on how management of companies can deal
with risk that can occur.

PwC designed a tool that gives improvements i the human
resources of a company as well as in the cost of the employees.
If certain cautions are taken, the consequences of changes in the
quantity of the employees of the company can be measured and
whar unpact this can have on the company.

Linda Vos, senitor consultant at PwC of Holland, focused on the
relanon the employer has on the employees and how he can
improve this according to the existung laws.

The way how Holland applies the Strategic Workforce Planning
in the public sector as well as 1n the private sector, was taken
as an example and they showed also how to adapt this to the
management of the Human Recourses and it's developments 1n
the future.

Those were present were of different companies and sectors and
acquired a knowledge how to better apply the Strategic in Aruba
and howto help each other reach a more efficient economy based
on the developments of Human Recourses in Aruba.

Various beaches
refreshed

EARLIER this week had Minister Otmar
Oduber a meeting with DOW and ATAupon
the maintenance of the beachesand our sea.
Together with the Tourism Department,
DOW and other instances a process will
soon start to refresh ditferent beacheson the
1sland. It 15 expected that in the following
days a puot proect will imtiate and in the
first weelcs in June the maintenance process
will be realized. The Minister zaid that the
Tourism Department since this year has a
new unity that will take care of the Product
Aruba.“We can market ourisland mn the best
way possible, but also expenence on our
1sland 15 very important”

Seelng the big success of the ATA and the
motion that wasapproved in the Parhament
that will give the ATA the possibility to
create something like this as long as the
budget allows, a business plan was realized
according to a study done, and the new
unity of the Product Aruba was formed
This unity will put all attention on Product
Aruba. One of the aspects that 15 getting a
lot of attention is our beaches according to
the Beach Policy which 1s the organization
on our beaches, the mfrastructure, kiosk
which give service to our visitors. This will

take the pressure in the hotel area. This can
offer the possibility to open new beaches
like the Surf Side Beach, Arashi Beach, and
also the Eagle Beach. Also the see belongs to
our beaches.

There are spots contaming rocks and sea
weeds that makes 1t difficult for these to
be used as beaches There are also other
spots as the Playa Linda, the Holiday Inn
and the Marnott where the sea has been
contaminated, almost becoming mud and
somenmes stonks, These are the beaches
that will be artended and refreshed with
high prionty.

The mtention is to start the first pilot project
in the area of the Surf Side, from next the
auwport to the Swif Side Marnna. During
this process an evaluation will be done on
everything that went well and everything
that need improvement. The second pilot
project will be done at the hotel area where
the problem 15 bigger. In the meanwhile wall
Minister Otmar Oduber with hiz colleagues
Minister Schwengle and Minister de Meza,
look into the possibilities to come with a
legal permit which will ban the use of plastc
cups and other 1tems that contaminate the
watersand beaches.

ARUBA TRAVELLER

Sobodoy, Moy 300 2015




[
flr .

" Aruba Buhk

Walk &

'Ru

THE Aruba Bank 15 very happy to
announce that the Annual Walle &
Run was a complete success. There
was a total of 2500 parncipants who
had the choice of walkang or running
on the route of the 11th Aruba Bank
Wallc & Run. This1s the most popular
Wallc & Run event which 15 supported
by theiwr co-partners Subway and
partner IRISA

The excitement of all participants
was noticed during all the days.
Work groups, friends groups, family
croups, different organizanens
pined the Walk & Run to make 1t
reach success.

There were also professional runners
seelang o win or Improve their nme.
Admirable was also the amount of
people standing at the side of the
route to see the participants and
encourage thelr friends and families
to continue to reach the goal

The four day Aruba Bank Wallt & Run
was a success and the mwitation 1s
extended by the Aruba Bank and the
partners for next year for thew 12th
Annual Walk & Run.
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REMOVED

FROM US
TERROR LIST

WASHINGTON (AP) —The17.5. hastaken Cuba off
1ts l15t of state sponsors of terrorism.

Secretary of State John Kerry has signed an order re-
moving Cuba from the U.S. terrorism blacklist as part
of the process of normalizing relations between the
Cold War foes.

Kerry acted 45 days after the Obama administration
mformed Congress of its intent to do so. Lawmakers
had thar much nme o weigh 1n and oy to block the
move, but did not do s0.

The step comesas officials from the countries contnue
to hash out details of restoring full diplomarne relations,
including opening embassies in Washington and Ha-
vana and returning ambassadors to the two countries.

=)
—

Friday's removal of Cuba from the terrorism list had
been a key Cuban demand
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Small Japanese
Island Evacuated
as Volcano
Violently Erupts

NBCNEWS - Japanese authorines ordered all of the
people on a small island to evacuate after a volcano
erupted Friday morming in a towering plume of thick,
black smoke almost six miles high and a shower of
hercely hot rock and toxic gases.

Japan's main government spokesman, Chiet Cabinet
Secretary Yoshihide Suga, told reporters that all 137
people believed to be on the southern 1sland of Kuchi-
noerabu were confirmed safe. Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe setup a task force to coordinate operarions.

The national broadcaster NHK broadcast a bulletin
showing smoke billowing over Mount Shindake , which
the Japanese Meteorological Agency sald erupted vio-
lentlyat9: 59 a.m. (8:59 p.m. ET).

At a news conference late Friday morning, Sadavula
Kitagawa, director of the Meteorological Agency's
volcanclogy division, characterized the eruption as
one of "explosive power," with a smoke plume rising
9 000 meters, or almost 30,000 feet, from the crater.

Kitagawa said a pyroclasne flow — a tfluidized mix-
ture of blazing rock fragments and toxic gases —was
flowmg from the volcano and had reached the 1sland's

northwest coast.

He szaid the alert level of 5, the highest on the scale,
was bemng maintained because more powertul erup-
tons are possible

Kuchinoerabu 15 part of the remote Ryulkoyu archipelago
south of the mamland. Accesstotheisland 15 only pos-
sible by boat, and a nearby ferry service 15 expected (o
be diverted to begin evacuatng the 1sland's residents.

CBSNEWS - WASHINGTON - U. 5. economic growth in the first three monthsof
the vear waseven weaker than minallyestimared, slowed by harsh winter weather
and a widemng trade deficit,

The Commerce Department said Friday overall economy as measured by the gross
domestic product shrank at an annual rate of 0.7 percent in the January-March
pericd. That's down from 2.2 percent in the fourth quarter of 2014

GDP 15 the broadest measure of U.5. economic strength, seelang to measure the
total value of all goods and services produced in a calendar year.

The revised figure, even weaker than the government's mirial estumate of a 0.2
percent growth rate, retlects a bigeer rade gap and slower consumer spending. It
marked the first decline since a 2.1 percent contraction in the first three months of
2014, a slump thar was also blamed on winter weather.

The unusually high snowtall this winter reduced GDF in the first quarter by 0. 8 per-
centage point, estimates Macroeconomic Adwisers, which also points to a February

work slowdown at ports along the West Coast as having depressed growth. Another

GDP report:
U.S. economy shrank
in the first quarter

headwind was the decline in crude oul prices, which hurt energy companies, while
many forecasters think that seasonal distortions understated first-quarter growth.
'The record cold winter in the Northeast and the slump n the shale cil industory
were the principal reasons why first-quarter GDF apparently shrank by 0. 7 percent
annualized, which was a worse outcome than the mnital estimate of a 0. 2 percent
eain,” said Paul Ashworth, chief U.5. economist with Capital Economucs, in a note.
Of the 0.9 percent downward revision in first-quarter GDP, 0.4 percent came from
businesses spending less on restocking their shelves; another 0.6 percent from a
reduction 1n net eXports.

Noting that economic output 15 typically wealkest early 1n the year, forecasters
expect a rebound m the current quarter to growth of around 2 percent and for the
economy to strengthen later this year,

Stuart Hoffman, chief economist with PNC Financial Services Group, thinks that
in the months ahead sohd pb gains and modest wage growth will help drive up
consumer spending, which accounts for roughly two-third sof economic activity. He
also expects business vestment to pick up and for the drag on the enerey sector
from lower ol prices to fade.

Still, the economy could strugele to match the pace of growth in 2014, when GDF
orew 24 percent. The Federal Reserve expects growth of 2. 5 percent this year.

10)
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Army finds
another

batch of live

Anthrax

NBCNEWS- Another batch of hive anthraxhas turned

up - this one from the same batch as samples sent to
Australia from the Army's Dugway Proving Grounds

in Uah.

Defense officials tell NBC News the anthrax spores had
been irradiated to lall them in 2008,

This does not necessarily mean the samples sent o
the lab in Australia contained live anthrax spores, the
officials say. They've been tesung samples thought to
hawve been inactivated ever since it turned out Dugway
had sentpotentallylive sporestolabsin nine statesand
an air base in South Korea.

Experts sayit's verydifficult toinactivate a large batch
of anthrax sporesand sayit'sa problem acrossU.5. labs.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which
15 helping invesngate the matter, says no member of
the public 151n danger and people who may have been
exposed to the anthrax sporesare talang antibiotics ust
to be safe.

U.5. militaryand health officials are orying to higure out
how anthrax from a batch containing live spores got
sent to labs in nine states, Australia and South Korea.
Here's what you need to know about the blunder:

IS ANYONE GOING TO GET INFECTED?

It's unhkely, the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vennon says. The samples were rradiated to kill them
and even if a few sporesdid survive, the samples would
have been packaged for shipment, It takes several
thousand spores to nfect a person and they have tobe
inhaled , eaten or get cnto the skan to do that, Anyone
who's handled the samples out of the packaging has
been offered antibiotics but the COC and other experts
sayit'sreallyan abundance of caution. Antibioticscan
prevent an anthrax infection from ever takang hold.

HOW DID THIS HAPPEN?

The U.5. military and experts outside the military sayit
appears that some of the spores ived through the radia-
tion process used to deactivate them. John Peterson, a
mucrobiology professor who workswith anthraxat the
University of Texas Medical Branch, saysthe X-raysor
gamima rays used to lall anthrax spores might not get
every little one.

It's hard worlang with germs that are inwvisible to the
human eye, experts note. Even 1n hospitals, where

people expect to be exposed to infectious agents, mis-

takes happen mulinple nmes every day. For instance,
more than 450,000 Americansare intected with poten-
nally deadly Clostrdium difficileevery year. "What's
required 1seternal vigilance,” says Ken Berns, professor
emeritus of biology and genetics at the University of
Florda. 'People have to constantly be aware of what
they're downg, thinking about each step that they do,
and there have to be checks on all of the procedures
astheyre carried out.”

DOES THIS HAPPEN OFTEN?

Government sources tell NBC that more than 3,600
transters of so-called select agents — those that might
beused 1na biological weapon — have been made wath-
out anyone getting infected. NBC News learned there
were 300 shipments [ast year alone, mostly via FedEx.
But there have been 1ab mishaps. Last June, the CDC
said live anthrax wasaccidentally sent internally from
one lab to the other without the proper precautions
having been taken,

Live smallpox was found 1n a freezer at the National
Instturesof Health last vear. Smallpoxis only supposed
to exist in two places in the world, locked up tight in
safes, because the highly deadly virus has been eradi-
cated since 1979, No one got sick 1n either incident.

WHY WERE THEY SHIPPING ANTHRAXIN THE
FIRST PLACE?

Anthrax 15 considered one of the top bioterrorism
threats. It's dangerous because it forms tny, hard
spores that can float in the air, settle on surfaces,
and persist for years until someone touches them or
breathes them m and they get activated by the moist
human nssue. In 2001, someone sent anthrax spores
through the mail to NEC News, other media outlets
and to Congress, killing five people and making 17
sicle. They included two postal workers and two people
who may have handled contaminated mail.
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For this reason, government and private labs want to
be able to rest for anthrax, including using "snifters”
that can find it in places like train stanon s and shopping
malls. They need samples of real spores and bacteria
to validate their tests.

Critics such as Richard Ebright of Rutgers University
say there are toomany labsdoing this, however, "There
are approxumately 1,500 US laboratories authorized
to work with fully actwve, fully virulent, biological
weapons agents,” he told NBC News. "This number 15
too large by a factor of 10 to 20."

IS IT DANGEROUS TO SHIP BIOLOGICAL
AGENTS BY FEDEX?

FedEx ships such agents under the supervision of the
J.5. government. '"There are very stringent resulations
about how you have to package agents," Berns said.
"MNow, the onesthat were being sent out— yesterday's
incident — should have been lessof a problem because
they were supposed to be inactive." But Peterson and
other experts say even mactivated spores would have
been packed carefully

People may remember the 2001 anthraxartack wascar-
ried out by mail and the mfected postal workers were
unknowingly breathing in spores from envelopes that
passed through a mail distribution center in Washing-
ton, D.C. But Gig1 Kwile Gronvall, a senior associate at
the UPBC Center tor Biosecurity in Baltimore, points
out that those envelopes were meant to leak.

"They were sent with mnrtent to harm in 2001," she
powmts out "'While we have heard that the samples were
not improperly inacuvated in thiscase, they were prob-
ably properly transported, meaning that they were stil
sent in containment and there was never any danger
o anyone carrying the boxes or anywhere along the
chain of delivering the packages,"” she said.

"The problem in 20071 was the anthrax was put without
any paclkagng into envelopes.”
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NBCDFW - Flood waters submerged Texas meghways
and threatened more homes Friday when a squall line
stalled over Dallas overnight Thursday, dropping record-
setring rainfall and trigeering a Flash Flood Emergency
in North Texas.

The most recent rain added to the damage inflicted by
thunderstorms that have kalled art least 20 people state-
wide, including one overnight 1n suburban Dallas, and
left 13 missing

The rain seeped mnto homes and stranded hundreds of
drivers across the Metroplex, many of whom lingered
along Dallas' Loop 12 for six hours Friday morning atter
being gridlocked by high water and abandoned wvehicles.
Owernight, Dallas Fire-Rescue crews responded to more
than 270 callstharincluded trapped vehiclesand crashes,
authorities said

MAN'S BODY RECOVERED IN MESQUITE AFTER
VEHICLES SWEPT OFF ROADWAY

Mesquite Fire Department Capt. Kelly Turner said aman's
body was found early Eriday morning atter his truck had
been swept into a culvert and submerged.

Turner said people stranded on two cars that were also
swept off the road told responders about the truck. He
said the truck had been underwater for some time betore
theyfound it, and thatauthonnes believe the man, whose
name has not been released, was alone in the vehicle
Recent storms are being blamed for kalling seven people
in Oklahoma and at least 20 1in Texas, where 13 remain
missing or unaccounted for.

RAINFALL SETS NEW RECORD

Thursday's storm, which dropped nearly five mchesof rain
overnight at Dallas Love Field and more than two inches

elsewhere around the Metroplex, helped set a record for
the wettest May in Dallas-Fort Worth history.

The previous record for May rainfall was set in 1982 at
13.66 inches and was eclipsed at mudnight when 13.87
inches had been recorded for the month. By 8 a.m., the
totalrose to 16.07 inches; 8.621nchesreceived 1n the last
weell alone

According toThe National Weather Service in Fort Worth,
those 16 inchesof rainfall amount to more than 35 tillion
callons of rain.

The wettest month ever recorded m North Texas goes
all the way back to April 1922 where 17.64 inches were
recorded. With more rain expected Fnday mightand into
Saturday, shattering that record remains a possibility

DALLAS COUNTY

Flooding has blocked a busy highway west of Downtown
Dallas, causing ma or tratfic delays in both directions.
Owvernight rain caused water to pool on Loop 12, under
the Interstate 30 overpass Friday morming, trapping com-
muters for several hours. Some of the drivers said they
have been there since Sor6a.m

Texas Department of Transportanon spokesman Tony
Hartzel said a crane was brought in after 11 a.m. to
remove a section of median so that motorists trapped
in the southbound lanes could get off the roadway. The
northbound lane had already been cleared.

He said the southbound lanes were more challenging
because streets where people could have exited were
tlooded as well. He said they think that the area where
the road usually drains to flooded as well, so there was
nowhere tfor the water to go.

Ar10-20a.m., DallasFire-Rescue spokesman Jason Evans

Record-Breaking Rain Floods Nc

said they had received more than 270 callsfor help, most
of which were for cars stranded 1n high water. Evans
added there were about 70 crashes reported

"Obwviously 'turn around don't drown' 15 the phrase of the
day,”Evans said in a newsrelease, "In addition to turning
around , we would encourage drivers to map out at least
two alternate routes to where theyre going, that way they
don't feel pressured to put themselves at risk. Better to be
late to something than to put yourself in a situation where
you pst don't get there arall.”

Evansalsoreminded driversthatif they see an emergency
vehirle blocking a roadway, it's there for a reason and to
not drive around 1t.

"While not seeing a warning sien, for high warter, can
be understood; what's inexcusable 1s drivers who drive
around emergency and service velicles to drive mnto the
same hirh waters from which we are rescuing people "
Evans said.

Tarik Hawilans told NBEC News he was became stranded
while trying to drive to work. He said it toolc him two hours
to drive about a mile and described the situation on the
road as "verychaonc.”

"Right off I 35, there has to be 50 or 60 cars stranded "
he said

Israel Ramos, a 32-year-old tower inspector, said there
was three inches of warter inside his home and the street
outside resembled “a rniver." He told NEC News that his
neighbor called police when he sawan SUV floating down
the street with a person wnside

The Amencan Red Cross opened a shelter at the Tony
Shotwell Life Center in Grand Praine, according to spokes-
woman Anira Foster. Supplies should arrive at the center
atabout 8a.m.

TARRANT COUNTY

Arlington police said they blocked East Abram Streetnear
Texas 360 because of ma pr flooding over the roadway.

Authorities also received high-water calls on Interstate
30 near Oakland Boulevard and University Drive, 7200
Wichita Street and Trinity Boulevard near Precinct Line
Road.

An NEC 5wiewer reported that Walnur Creek in Man sfield
15 swollen and pushing toward residental areas. Nearby
Obiver Nature Park 15 also reportedly under water and
closed.

JOHNSON COUNTY
Otficials have evacuated or rescued about 19 people,
according to Johnson County Emergency Management
Coordinator Jamie Moore, but many more could be
trapped in thewr homes.
"This 15 our fourth ma pr flooding since April 26," he
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How Much Rain Has Fallen in Texas?

According to the National Weather Service in Fort Worth, Texas, over 35 trillion gallons of rain
have fallen in the month of May. Here's some perspective on that number:

rth Texas

sald. “We're doing rescues and having homes that are

mundated with water.”
About 45 roads are closed in the county due to tlooding. 3 5 u 0 0 U u 0 U U u 0 u u
PARKER COUNTY p p p p GALLB NS

Authorities said the ErazosRiver in Parker County 1srising
again due tonew rain and the opening of two tlood gates
upstream at Possum Kingdom Lake.

Enough to fill up California’s
200 largest surface reserviors

X

o capacity,

Enough to cover the
entire state of Texas in

8 inches

of water.

County emergency management spokesman Joel Kertol
said Eriday that the river had nsen above flood stage again
after dropping below 1t Thursday might.

On Thursday, water was lapping at the foundationsof 11

homes as the river crested at 23. 58 feet before dropping

to about 20 feet. The flood stage 1z at 21 feet. The level
rose Fridayto 21.4 feet and was expected torise to nearly

27 rget Satu_rdajr. | Enough to supply the entire
Residents of about 250 homes near the river, most in the world's population with

Horseshoe Bend communiry, were asked to voluntarily
10,000 days

of water if everyone drank
eight 8-ounce glasses a day.

aevacuate

Enough to cover the island le
of Manhattan almost

"The river 15 already above tlood stage and will continue
to rise through today and tomorrow,” county emergency
management coordinator George Teague said. "This situ-
anon will get worse before it gets better.”

FLIGHTS IMPACTED

Asof 10a.m., officials reported that 44 flights into Dallas/
Fort Worth International Awrport had been canceled; 56
arrivals were delaved. Tharteen thights deparung from the
airport were canceled and 52 more delayed. Empire State Building. 1,250 ft
One of D/FW Awrport’'s runways closed temporarily after
a storm drain crews were repalring to address a nearby
sinkhole collapsed. Officials said they expect the closure

S . ; Caureas Mational Weaathaer Sarviea Farl Wartkh, Callifermsia
to have minimal impact on thehts.

Department of Waler Resources
Credit’ Melson Hsu / INBC

Nineteen fhehts departing from Dallas Love Field were

delayed and 19 more canceled. Eighteen thghtsinto the

airport were delayed and 18 more canceled.

Dallas Love Field also experienced a power cutagecaused by a surge overnight, according to awport official Jose Torres Power has since been restored.
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ARUBA TRAVELLER - Satwedoy. MMay 30 2015



:RNATIONAL _
TERFEITER

SENTE

CED IN

PITTSBURGH'TO

7.5 YEARS
IN-PRISON

-

TRIBLIVE - Joseph Granano Jr. was either a patho-
logical gambler whose financial cnimes were fueled
by acne medicine or a crook who loved fancy cars and
expensive clothes, those connected to his criminal
case say.

Either way, he'll spend up to 7 172 years in prison and
five years on probation, and must pay $4 million m
resttution, ncluding $2.4 million to his former em-
ployer, BNY Mellon, for bank fraud, Internet fraud
and counterfeiting, a federal mdge decided Thursday.
"Ower the last five yvears, vou have literally cheated
and stolen your way through life " UU.5. District Judge
Terrence McVerry told the Downtown man during his
SEntenclly,

Graziano, 29, apologized for hiscrimes, saying he real-
17es people pay higher banking fees and pay more at
stores because of fraud.

"Toall those people and all those businesses, I'm sorry,”
he said. "Thave no excuses for my actions."

Caught up in the high hfe, he was blinded to what was
really umportant and spent his tine with fawr-weather
[nends mstead of the family that showed him uncon-
ditional love, he said.

"To everyone I've hurt, I'm sorry,"” Graziano said.
Grazianowasa bright, gifted child who started having
problems when he took Accutane for acne as a teen-
ager, said his mother, Valerie Graziano.

i

'T believe 1t affected his brain chemisory,” she said.
Attending the University of Pittsburgh, he won $1,000
ona $50 betn a fantasy football pool, and that started
his gambling addiction, she said.

He had extensive therapyand was returning to hisold
self when Rivers Casino opened, and he spiraled out
of control, she said. His cnime spree stretched from
2009 to 2013. He has been in custody since February
of last year.

Graziano drove around town i Lamborghinis, a Bent-
ley and other expensive cars while attending black-te
events and frequenting the VIP section of the Rivers
Casine. In his blog, blackcardstatus.com, he brageed
about his litestyle and offered advice to others.
Theadwice didn'tinclude how to finance the ifestyle by
embezzling money from an employer, inancing sports
cars with fraudulent loans or selling people items on
eBay and shipping them empty boxes, claiming the
rood s were lost en route.,

While he was out on bail on those charges, Graziano
committed aggravarted identity theft and bought
counterfeit currency from Uganda that he laundered
through local stores.

'He wascommitting these crimes to maintain thar life-
style," Assistant 0.5, Attorney Tonya Sulia Goodman
argued during the sentencing hearing.

(Graziano showed a "persistence and arrogance' 1n

commitiing his crimes and 1s considerably younger
than most white-collar criminals, Goodman said. Given
his abilities, charisma and degree 1n economics from
Pitt, he could have done anything with hishife, she said.
“He chose to go down this path," she said.

Graziano could have gotten more ime 1n prison.
McVerry granted a government motion that effectively
cutGraziano's sentence i halt, The government made
the motion under seal, and Goodman declined com-
ment atterward.

Martn Dietz, Graziano's attormey, declined comment
on the motion butnoted that hischent had been "facing
a substannally stitfer sentence.”

The udge didn't go along with the government and
Grazano on another a motion to further reduce his
Sentence.

They had agreed in his plea bargain that Graziano's
sentence shouldn't be enhanced because he abused a
position of trust. The agreement wasn't binding on the
udge, and McVerry dented the reduction.
Graziano'siminal crime of embezzling from ENY Mellon
while he worked asa corporate trustadministrator was
an “abhorrent abuse of trust,"” the pdge said.

“We are grateful that the court ordered restitution to
BNY Mellon and are pleased to put this matter behind
us," said bank spokesman Ron Gruendl
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BBCSPORTS- SeppElatter has been re-elected presi-
dent of Fifa, football's world governing body, in a vote
overshadowed by arrests and corruption alleganons
Ir Blatter's rival, Prince Al bin al-Hussein of Jordan,
withdrew after the first round of voting.

Ir Blartter fell seven short of the two-thirds needed,
but Prince Ali opted not to contest further.

Seven top officials were arrested in Switzerland on
Wednesday as part of a US prosecution that indicted
14 people.

MrElatter, /9, hastfaced calls toresign, including from
UK Prime Mimister David Cameron, who said in Berlin
on Thursday that the Fifa president should quit "the
socner the better”,

‘NOBODY IS PERFECT”

But Mr BElatter hailed his vactory, thanking all those
who voted from him and hisnval, Prince Al

Mr Blatter saud: “T am not perfect, nobody 15 perfect,
but we willdo a good b together Iam sure.”

He also hinted that this term in oftice, his fifth, could
be his last, saying: "At the end of my term I will give
up Fifa in a strong posinon. "

ANALYSIS: MATTHEW KENYON, BEC SPORT

It you read most of the world's media, Sepp Blartter's
abulity to hang on to power at Fifa 1s nothing short of
miraculous.

After years of negarnve headlines, the frenzy has
reached fever pitch in the wake of the US allerations
of corrupnion - even though Mr Blatter himself has
not been imphcated. And running through all thisisa
theme - bemusement that much of the tootball world
keeps vorlng for him,

Nowhere 15 Sepp Blatter's support stronger than across
Asia and Afrnica. 5o whydo most of the representatves
from those two contnents appear to be voting for him

again?

Here's about as succinct an answer as you're going
to get - from the president of the Nigerian Football
Federation: “Blatter feels Africa. What Blatter pushes
15 equlty, fairness and equality among the nations.”
We're rallang about two things - the first 15 concrete
mvesiment, often literally so. The second 1s respect
In conceding, Prince Al said: "Tt's been a wonderful
purney... And I want to thank in particular those of
you who were brave encugh to support me."”

Global cinzens' movement Avaaz, which started the
#ElatterOur campaign, quickly condemned the re-
election.

Campaign director Alex Wilks said: "More dirty deal-
ings in Fita's halls have crushed the hopes of billions
of football fans."

The vote took place at Fifa's congress in Zurich. In the
first round Mr Elatter won won 133 to Prince Ali's 73,
st short of the 140 vores needed for an outright win.
The two candidares had earlier delivered final appeals
to the electors.

Prince Ali, 39, said questions had been raised in re-
cent days "about whether our Fifa family 15 morally
bankrupt"”.

There are no easy answers and no blame that can be
cast that will wash away the s@min that marks usall,"
he said
Mr Elatter declared: 'Tam beimng held accountable for
the current storm - 50 be it, I'will shoulder the respon-
sibulity. Twill take 1t upon myself and I'want to fix Fifa
together with you."
Toapplause from a large number of delegates, he said:
Twould like to stav with you. I'would like to continue
with you."”

SWISSINQUIRY

The vote comes two days after seven top otficials were
held 1n
people
Theyare accused of bribery, racketeering and money-
laundering involving tens of mulions of dollars since
1991,

urich n a US fraud inquiry that indicted 14

The aim of the bribes was to mtluence the outcome of
bids to stage football tournaments such as the 2010
World Cup in South Africa and the 2016 Copa America
in the US, prosecutors say.

Swiss prosecutors have launched a separate Investiga-
twon nto the bidding process for the World Cup tourna-
ments in 2018 in Russia and 2022 1n Qatar

Many of Fifa’s ma pr sponsors, including Coca-Cola,
Wiza, Adidas, McDonald's, Hyundai Motor and Bud-
welser, have expressed concern over the investigation s
After Mr Blatter was re-elected, Coca-Cola said 1n a
statement that Fifa "must now selze the opportunity
to begin winning back the trust it has lost”,

MOVEMENT FOR CHANGE’

Michel Platini, president of the European football
governing body Uefa, praised Prince Al

"Tam proud that Ueta has defended and supported a
movement for change at Fifa - change which, in my
opinion, 15 crucial if this organisation 1s (o regain 1ts
credibility " he said

Mr Platni had called on Mr Blatter to resign on Thurs-
day.

Greg Dyle, the chauman of the English Football As-
soclarion, told the BBC: "Sepp Blatter has run this
organization for 16 years, and for all of those 16 years,
there have been levels of corruption.

"Sepp Blatter 15 not the man who 15 going to be able

ARUBA TRAVELLER
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JAMES HARDEN

SETS NBA SINGLE-GAME

PLAYOFF RECORD
WITH 13 TURNOVER

BLEACHER REPORT- Houston Rockets for Game 6,

guard James Harden had a rough nmight in Harden turned
Wednesday's series-ending Game 5losstothe  1nhisworst performance of the 2015 playotts,
Golden State Warriors, setting an NEA single- malkang ust two of his 11 field-goal attempts
game playoff record with 13 turnovers, tofinish with 14 points, his lowest total of the

per Sports Ilustrated postseason
With the Rockets down 3-1 1n He did have six rebounds, five assists and
the series and trying to send three steals, but with

things back to Oakland nearly as many turn-
OVErs as polnts, 1t's
no surprise that Wednesday,

hisRocketsfell no player

byascoreof (since at least
104-20. 1985-86) had
Priorto committed more
than 10 turn-
overs in a single
playoff game, with
Harden , LeBron James
{twice), Kevin Gar-
nett, Tim Duncan, Pen-
ny Hardaway and Kevin
Johnson the only ones to
reach thatmark, per Basketball-
Reference com's play index.

Harden previously had 10 turnovers in
a plavofilf game back in 2013, when his
Rockets managed to beat his former team, H J
the Oklahoma City Thunder, in spite of the

record-tying performance,

Duncan 15 the only other player to turn the

ball over 10 nmes in a playott victory, having

accomplished the same feat in 2002 agawnst

the Los Angeles Lakers
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